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Due weight being given to each of these se-
parate causes, the ex. ent of the young Civi-
lian's debts will not appear so unaccount-
able.

The steps taken by Government to pre-
vent the contracting of these debts, have hi-
therto proved utterly nugatory; The young
men have been severely reprimanded. They
have been ordered to give in an annual
statement of the amount of their debts.
The first measure is a subject of ridicule on-
ly ; but the next is serious, as it frequently
induces those who are deeply in debt to
commit a dishonourable action, in signing
their names to a false statement. Perhaps
the best prevention of debt, would be found
in prohibiting Government from conferring
any situation of trust on young men, whose
debts amounted to a certain sum. Or let
an act of the Legislature annul the validity
of all bonds, bills, or promissory-notes, gi-
ven by young writers, as well as all debts of

whatever